
Gravimetric Cleanliness Testing for Weight of Particle Contamination

Thoroughly clean and dry the 
collection pan  that will be used to 
collect the extracting liquid and 
contaminants.  If it will not be used 
immediately, cover or store it in a 
clean place until ready to use.

Rinse the collection pan with fresh 
extracting liquid immediately 
prior to use.  Discard rinse liquid. 
Drying is not necessary.

Extract contaminants from test 
part(s) using an appropriate 
process such as spray or ultrasonics 
with fresh, �ltered extraction liquid 
and collect the used liquid in the 
collection pan.

Prewash a new �lter with 
fresh, clean  extraction liquid.  
Discard the used liquid.

Rinse the vacuum �lter funnel using fresh 
extraction liquid. Discard the rinse liquid.

Insert the prepared �lter in the vacuum 
funnel and secure.  Be careful not to 
contaminate the �lter.

Use the vacuum �lter to �lter contamin-
ants from the extraction liquid.

Remove the �lter from the funnel and dry 
it in an oven (no fan) until dry.

Place the dried �lter in the dessicator to 
remove any moisture that may have 
collected from the air.

Dry the prewashed �lter in 
an oven (no fan) then place  
it in a dessicator to prevent 
moisture absorption.

Weigh the �lter and record 
its weight.  If the �lter is not 
to be used immediately 
store it in the dessicator.

Weigh the �lter and subtract the starting 
weight to determine the weight of the 
collected contaminant.
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Note - The above is in compliance with current ISO speci�cations.  Practices may vary depending on speci�c needs.


